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It was mentioned in our survey of Kannada literature
that there were quite a number of scientific works in Kan-
nada. They are books wherein a knowledge of the different
sciences was made available to the Kannadiga. A complete
study of these works ias yet to be made by competent per-
sons, so that it will be possible to know what valuable con-
tribution they have made to the world's stock of knowledge.
In the meanwhile, we can definitely say that they should not
be dismissed as mere translations of works in Sanskrit. We do
not deny that a few of such works like 'Karnataka Kalyana-
karaka' by Jagaddala Somanatha (c. 1150), which is the ear-
liest work on medicine in Kannada, are clearly translations
from Sanskrit originals. But in several of these works, the
authors have tried to give a compendium of available know-
ledge on the subject and made their contribution to the res-
pective sciences, with reference to their own experience and
observation. For instance, 'Jatakatilaka* of Sridharacarya
(1049) is a work on Astrology, which, according to the
author, contains the gist of all previous opinions (Sakala-
caryamatantassaram) and at the same time is original
and not borrowed (AnnyaSastranirapeksam).1 It clearly br
dicates that * Jatakatilaka * might shed new light on the
subject, though we are not now in a position to point them
out. The same is the case with works like * Vyavaharaga-
9ita% 'Govaidya', ' Khagendramanidarpa^a * (a" work on
Visavaidya) and ' ASvavaidya'. The work, known as ' Vive-
kaciatama$i* by Nijaguna&vayogi (c 1500) is a vast store-
house of knowledge, dealing in the course of ten chapters
with 765 topics, culled from, all available sources. The

1 R, Narasimhacarya.; E&vicarite, Vol. I, p. 76.